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Voices of Support

Karen Travis, LCSW, BCD, CGP, FAGPA

What do the
Group Foundation
Board members’
and Donors’
partners® have

to convey about
their support and
involvement in the
Foundation? In
this issue, we will

hear their voices.
We want to pay
homage to and say how much we thank and appreciate
them for their gifts. Group Foundation Board Members
and Donors give much, and so do their partners. To serve
on a volunteer Board means being attentive to the gover-
nance duties and responsibilities, serving on committees,
fundraising, and participating in hours of meetings and
phone calls. Serving in leadership roles such as Chair, Vice-
Chair, and Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs takes consid-
erable amounts of planning, scheduling, and arranging.

Author Annie Dillard said, “How we spend our days is

of course how we spend our lives.” | emphasize time here
because, as we know, there is finite amount of time each of
us has in our life. To give time is to believe in the cause we
are working toward, which is raising money and awareness
for mental health advancement especially for the promo-
tion of group work.

Our featured couple Jeffrey Hudson, MEd, LPC, CGP,
FAGPA, and Robert (Bob) Blodgett, PhD, give us a more
in depth look as Bob’s article takes us down memory lane.
Each person on the Board of Directors, along with their
partner, has their own memory lane with regard to becom-
ing involved with the Group Foundation.

As I listened to the voices, | was keeping in mind that

Joining AGPA’s Extended Family

By Robert Blodgett, PhD

My husband, Jeffrey Hudson, MEd, LPC, CGP, FAGPA,
recently completed 14 years as a Group Foundation Board
member, including two terms as Vice Chair. In addition to
giving Jeff encouragement and emotional support, I have
spent countless hours of enjoyable and rewarding work

on behalf of the Foundation and AGPA. This work has
expanded my life with a wonderful circle of friends, giving
me a feeling that I have contributed to the growth of both
organizations.

My involvement with AGPA and the Group Foundation
started with preparations for the 2007 AGPA Annual
Meeting in Austin, Texas. Hosting visitors in our home-
town has always been a treat—having friends and colleagues
stay in our home, sharing interior Mexican food and Texas
barbeque, and going to hear live music. The 2007 meeting
was no exception when we took Anne Alonso, PhD, and
David Hawkins, Md, CGP, DLFAGPA, to hear British folk
guitarist Richard Thompson at the Cactus Café, the venue
where Jeff and [ met close to 35 years ago.

The 2007 meeting was also pivotal for Jeffs Group Founda-
tion work. He and Katie Griffin, MA, LPC, CGP, FAGPA,
co-chaired a committee to raise scholarship money for
students and new professionals to attend the meeting.
That committee became the model for a national effort,
which Jeff has led, to increase the number and diversity of
participants in AGPA Connect. [ have enjoyed being part
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not all Board members’ partners are in the mental health
profession, although, of course, some are. This distinction
did not seem to matter as a great similarity appeared. The
theme that developed across the various comments was
that they supported the Group Foundation because the
organization and the field was important to their partner,
their partner wanted to serve on the Board, volunteer or
donate in some way, they loved and cared for their partner
and wanted to back them and the cause they believed in.
Along the way, many made their own relationships within
the organization, which were important to them and which
kept them involved, and some even took away group-related
information that they applied in their own work.

Here are some quotes collected that will surely make clear
the theme, as well as other reasons partners chose to
support the Group Foundation.

“Seeing my spouse grow into her gifts (talents), whether
innate or inspired, has been a journey not to be missed.
The encouragement of new professionals/students to
experience the power within themselves and forge new
possibilities in their careers is the simplest reason to favor
the Foundation.”

“I am in awe of how much love and time he devotes to the
Group Foundation and how much he receives in return.
Of course, I support his work with the Group Foundation.
[ love him, and it is part of who he is. We both have a great
desire to make the world a better place, reduce suffering,
and do all we can to leave the world a little better off than
we found it.”

“I support her essentially because I love her so damn much.
I also love AGPA and its members almost as much as she
does. I would never work as hard as she does, but I certain-
ly support what she does. Whatever she wants, I try my best
to give it to her. It is as simple as that.”

“I support the Group Foundation because my spouse
dedicated a big part of her life and time supporting the

of this effort; it has been an extension of my
work as a community college geology professor
to support and advocate for the education and
training of BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ students
and professionals. As a professor, I organized
an LGBTQIA+ social group in the Geological
Society of America in 1991, profiled BIPOC
and female geoscientists in a textbook that I
co-authored, and helped establish a scholarship
for geoscience students at my college.

Helping Jeff with Group Foundation fundraising allowed
me to use and develop skills beyond the geology classroom.
I prepared press releases for Group Foundation events,
following rules that I learned as an editor for my junior
high newspaper, organized a database of potential Group
Foundation donors with a structure developed when [

was chair of a Texas Water Resources Data Management
Committee, and made signs and photos for Group Foun-
dation fundraisers with illustration techniques I used for
my natural hazards textbook. Helping with Foundation
events has also been educational; I knew next to nothing
about stage lighting until I rented equipment for a perfor-
mance by AGPA member Gabriela Kohen, MA, of her play
Decoding the Tablecloth at an Austin fundraiser.

The last Group Foundation priority that I have felt
connected to is AGPA’s outreach following disasters
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Foundation’s goals. It all gets down to the quality of people
that make up this organization.”

“I enjoyed meeting interesting, successful people from all
over the US and even other countries. It was a nice time

to see these people in social situations that allowed me

to communicate with them and offer my thoughts while
listening to theirs. I enjoyed my spouse’s success in the orga-
nization and saw her gain the respect of so many leaders in
the field. AGPA brought home to me the many ways that
the group process was present in my profession and specifi-
cally my own group.”

“This has been an opportunity to support the leadership
of AGPA, which has always addressed the central issues in
our culture that reflect in how we treat ourselves and our
clients. This has been a life work for my partner, and I'm
thrilled to be part of it.”

[ encourage you to share this article with those who
support you in your work. Our thanks go to everyone who
shared their thoughts, along with all those who make it
possible for the volunteer and donor structure of our orga-
nization to succeed. If you run across the family member of
one of our Board or Donor partners, be sure to stop and
thank them, too, for supporting the Group Foundation
and helping to make our work become a reality, and let
each of us thank our own family and friends for backing us
in our endeavors. Afterall, it is the thankful season. I wish
each of you a happy autumn and Thanksgiving holiday.

*NOTE: We use “partner” throughout the article to refer to
any significant other.

“Our thanks go to everyone...

who makes it possible for the
volunteer and donor structure of our
organization to succeed.”

and traumatic incidents. As a former Air Force disaster

preparedness officer and author of a textbook on natural
disasters, I participated in an AGPA disaster and trauma
workshop led by Suzanne Phillips, PsyD, ABPP, CGP,
FAGPA, Jeffrey Kleinberg, PhD, CGP, DFAGPA, Robert
Klein, PhD, ABPP, CGP, DLFAGPA, and Earl Hopper,
PhD, CGP, DFAGPA, and helped organize a public educa-
tion event highlighting AGPA’s community outreach with
Suzanne, Jeff, and Bob at our home in 2010.

Working on Group Foundation and AGPA projects has
been a great experience, in part because of the support |
received from Marsha Block, CAE, CFRE, former CEO,
and Diane Feirman, CAE, Public Affairs Senior Director in
the AGPA office, the Foundation Board, and other Austin
volunteers who helped with fund raising. Many of these
AGPA members have become part of my family of choice.
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Leaders
($10,000 & above)

Heartfelt Wings
Foundation

Robert Hsiung

Lisa Mahon & Philip
Flores

Benefactors
($7,500 - $9,999)

Marsha Block &
Leonard Walter *

Kathy Rider

Sustainers
(35,000-$7,499)
Anonymous
Ramon Alonso

Patricia &
Merle Barth

Gloria Kahn

Cheryl & Robert
Kalter

Molyn Leszcz

Mary Nicholas &
Richard Jennings

Elliot Zeisel &
Mary Sussillo

Explorers
(52,500 - $4,999)
Stewart Aledort
Khleber Attwell
Aaron & Lara Black

Connie Concannon &
John Rochios

Shelley Firestone

Christine & Mark
Fitzstevens

David Flohr
Houston GPS

Jeffrey Hudson &
Robert Blodgett

Jeanne & Matt
Pasternak

Rhea Pledger
Andrea Pully

Keith Rand &
John D'Amico

Joy Segal

Joseph Shay &
Laura Zimmerman

Ryan Spencer

Gil Spielberg
Kathleen Ulman
W. Keren Vishny
Lorraine Wodiska

Facilitators

($1,000 - $2,499)

Maryetta Andrews-
Sachs

Kathleen Ault
Austin GPS

Gail Brown

Gary Burlingame

Eleanor & Chuck
Counselman

Barbara Dazzo
Ann Estus

Hank Fallon

Jerry & Nancy Gans

Martha Gilmore &
Haim Weinberg

Great Lakes GPS

Les Greene &
Michelle Collins-
Greene

Barbara &
Fred llfeld *

International Board
for Certification
of Group
Psychotherapists

Barbara Keezell
Nancy & Jerry Kelly
Karis Klassen
Elizabeth Knight
Mid Atlantic GPS
Janice Morris
Northeastern SGP
NSGP Foundation
Patty Olwell

Darryl Pure &
Raquel Corré

Ed & Karen Scharf
Siddharth Shah

D. Thomas Stone
Barney Straus

Karen Travis

Steven Van Wagoner
Joanna & Eric Weber
Frances Weiss
Westchester GPS

Sponsors
($500-$999)
Alexis Abernethy
Geraldine Alpert
Nina Andrews
Katharine Barnhill
Bonnie Bernard
Richard Billow
Linda Blume

Catherine Brennan &
Paul Cox

Li Brookens
Jeanne Bunker
Cathi Cohen

Phyllis Cohen
Elaine Cooper
Travis Courville
Mark Cutler

Mary & John Dluhy

Molly Donovan &
Barry Wepman

Eastern GPS

Scott Simon Fehr
Chera Finnis *
Darlene Ford
Susan Gantt

GPA of Los Angeles
Bill Haydon
Deborah Healy
Cindy Hearne *
Russell Hopfenberg
Priscilla Kauff
Jeffrey Kleinberg
Brandy Klingman
David Komet
Lawrence Kron

Leo & Sharon
Leiderman

Paul LePhuoc

Jeffrey Mendell
Jamie Moran
Marcia Nickow
Michael Ostrower
Jordan Price
Kellie Rice
J. Scott Rutan
San Antonio GPS
Leon Schein
Rosemary Segalla
Deborah Sharp
Tony Sheppard
Joan-Dianne Smith
DeLinda Spain
Ginger Sullivan
Marsha Vannicelli
Carol Vaughan & Gar
Willis
Ronald Vereen
Lawrence Viers

Supporters
(%250 - $499)
Millicent Andrus *
Shari & Allan Baron
Richard Beck

Robert David
Bennett

Mitch & Joan Berman
Justin Bird *
William Braun

Suzanne Brennan-
Nathan

Matthew Calkins
Kirsten Chadwick
Arnold Cohen
Karen Cone-Uemura
Scott Conkright
Blake Davis
Barbara Finn
Lynn Friedman
Joel Frost

Don Fuhrmann
Eva Fyer

Cara Gardenswartz
Dale Godby
Robin Good
Thomas Hallinan
Sharon Hanan
Alison Howard
Thomas Hurster
Kerry Kravitz
Thomas Large
Ronnie Levine
Charleen Lewis
Ellen McCoy
Anne McEneaney
Emily Moreland
Joseph Moreno
Marian Ormont
David Panzer
John Peloian
Andrew Pojman
Harold Rice-Erso
Anna Rickell

Liz Rosenblatt
Michael Russo
Helene Satz
Judith Schaer

Judith Schoenholtz-
Read

Marie Sergent
Alberto Serrano
Allan Sheps

Abby Stamelman
Hocky

Alyson Stone
Cheryl Tyson *
Stacy Watkins
Nancy Wesson
Ellen Ziskind

Contributors
(up to $249)
Anonymous (16)
Bruce Aaron
Mitchel Adler

M. Sophia Aguirre
Linda Alpert-Gillis
Julie Anderson
Cindy Aron

Seth Aronson
Brian Ashin
Willard Ashley
Amin Azzam

Sally Barlow
Diane Bellas
Shoshana Ben-Noam
Jason Berman
Taylor Bernard
Bruce Bernstein
Adrien Berthaud
Seamus Bhatt-Mackin
Jennifer Bilbrey

Antonio & Delia
Blanco

Brenda Boatswain
Virginia Brabender
Simon Bresler
Jessica Brodie
Phil Broemel
Michael Brook
Shemika Brooks
Alice Brown
Doreen Brown *
Karen Brown *
Sheila Brown
Tammy Brown
Karolina Burda
David Burke
Arthur Byk

Alice Byrne

John Campbell
Michael Cascio
Janet Castellini

Stavros
Charalambides

Judith Charnet
Helen Chong
Pierre Choucroun
Angelo Ciliberti
Douglass Clark
Theresa Cohen
Alma & Jimmy Coker
Sari Eckler Cooper
Dave Cooperberg
Jennifer Coopmans
Tivoli Cousineau

Maggie & Kevin
Credeur

Greg Crosby

Guy Croteau
Maryam Davodi-Far
Florida GPS
Benjamin de Boer
Michelle DeCola
Vincent Malik Dehili
Sandy Demopoulos
Elena Denis

Kylie Dennis
Jennifer DeSouza
Lois Domiano

Rita Drapkin

David Dumais
Margarette Dye
Linda Eisenberg
Melissa Elliott
James Ellis

Nanine Ewing
April Fallon
Monica Farassat
Melanie Faust
Diane Feirman
Barbara Feld
Aaron Fink

Kate Fisher

James Fishman
Sherri Ford

K. Christina Forster
Rosalind Forti
Michael Frank
Adam Frankel
Marlene Frantz
Wendy Freedman
Andrew Fullem

Erica Gardner-
Schuster

Elizabeth Gaskill
Jeanne Gavrin
Albert Gentle
Kristin Gill
Ellen Gittess *
Franklin Gittess
Enod Gray
Dominick Grundy
Nancy Hafkin
Suki Hall
Lynn Hamerling
Elizabeth Hammer
Benjamin Hammett
Anna Hampton
Christopher Harrity
Daniel Harrop
Justin Hecht & Erik
Hjorth-Reider
Kimberlee Hedrick
Steven Henne
Angelynn Hermes
Judye Hess
Mike Hessdorf
Kim Ives Hicks
Tina Hookom
Phillip Horner
Ann Horton
Leonard Horwitz
Jacinto Inbar

Stacy Ingber
Miriam losupovici
Jennifer Irlbacher

Stacey Jackson
Lampley

Bo Jacober

Marion and Peter
Johannsen

Margaret Johnstone
Jennifer Joseph
Nick Kanas

Geoffrey Kane

David Kaplowitz

Athanassios
Karkanias

Margean Kastner
Andrew Klein
Leslie Klein
Joseph Kobos
Revaz Korinteli
Rita Kreisle

Joel Krieg

Mary Krueger
John Kurek

J. Joana Kyei

Seth Labovitz
Allen Lambert
Gabrielle Latorre
Rosemary Lavinski
Dorothy Le Pere
Elaine Leader
Jonathan Lebolt
Kathryn Leslie *
John Levenson
Glenn Lipson
Adrial Lobelo
Lawrence Ludwig
Gregory MacColl
Joseph Magliocco
Michelle Maidenberg
Lawrence Malcus
William Maloy
Bonnie Markham
Donna Markham
Liz Marsh

Stanley Masinter
Linnea Mavrides
Thomas Meiring
Kenneth Mellor
Robert Mendelsohn
Pamela Menter
Oona Metz

Susan Mickel

Jeff Middleton
Farooq Mohyuddin
David Moore
Richard Newman
Toby Newman
Mihoko Nezu
Delores Nicholas
Leah Niehaus
Ronaldo Nierman
Libby O'Connor
Ryan O'Millian
Leon Paparella
Kyle Payne

Lynn Pearl

Mary Pender Greene

Latoyia Griffin
Lisa Portscher
Lisa Powell
Alice Powsner
Jeffrey Price
Elizabeth Rainey
Britt Raphling
Dan Raviv
Annabel Raymond
John Reale
Jenn Ribeiro
Michele Ribeiro
Mary Riddle

Phyllis Rifkin-Russell
& Steven Russell

Marianne Robinson
Ona Robinson
Karen Rosenberg
Shari Rosenblatt
Barbara Ross
Marie Rothschild
Ruth Rugoff
Jennifer Ruiz

Deborah Dowse
Runyeon

Marilyn Satter

John Schlapobersky
and Claudia Arlo

Wilma Selenfriend
Rhoda Shapiro
Karen Gail Shore
Phyllis Hochberg
Siegel
Judith Simon
Noelia Ysern Sola
David Songco
Katie Steele
Ann Steiner
Suzanne Stutman
Randy Summers
Ellen Surapati
Joseph Tarantolo
Melanie Tervalon
Zachary Thieneman
Paul Timin
Jordan Tivers
Matthew Tomatz
Barbara Turner
Robert Unger
Rick Volden

Al and Nancy
Wambach *

Elsie Weinstein
Dorothy Weintraub
Annie Weiss
Catherine Welfare
Judith White
Leticia White

Robert & Sara Jane
White

Raquel Willerman
Linda Williams
Robert Willis
Daniel Workman
Maureen Wuest
Irvin Yalom

IN HONOR OF CONTRIBUTIONS
(donor is listed in parentheses)

AGPA Staff (Kathy Rider, Lorraine Wodiska)
Alexis Abernethy (Eleanor Counselman)
Sanghmitra Chaudhary (Siddharth Ashvin Shah)
Daniel Dejulio (David Flohr)

Patricia Doyle (Barbara Finn)

Stephen Day Ellis (Janet Castellini)

Sara Emerson (lllinois GPS)

Elizabeth Gingerich (Julie Anderson)
Joshua Gross (Michele Ribeiro)

David Hawkins (Russell Hopfenberg,
Ronald Vereen)

Thich Nhat Hanh (Vincent Malik Dehili)

Bonnie Jacobson (Suzanne Stutman)

Ronnie Levine (Adam Frankel, DeLinda Spain)

Beatrice Liebenberg (Scott Rutan)

Lisa Mahon (Shelley Firestone)

Anne McEneaney (Michele Ribeiro)

Joan Medway (Elsie Weinstein)

Keith Rand (Ryan Spencer)

Kathy Rider (Rita Kreisle)

Helene Satz (Suzanne Cohen)

Angela Stephens (Leo Leiderman, Lisa Mahon,
Joseph Shay, Tony Sheppard)

Anne Teachworth (Michael Cascio)
Karen Travis (Maggie Creudeur, Darlene Ford)

IN MEMORIAM CONTRIBUTIONS
(donor is listed in parentheses)

Yvonne Agazarian (Arthur Byk, Katie Steele))
Harold Bernard (Jerry Gans)

Donald Brown (Mitchell Berman)

Debora Carmichael (Robin Good, Oona Metz)
Barbara Cohn (Chera Finnis)

Ethan Cone-Uemura (Karen Cone-Uemura)

Josephine Cunningham Tervalon
(indicated with * in donor listing)

Jay Erwin-Grotsky (Rita Drapkin)
Lena Furgeri (Antonio & Delia Blanco)

Sally Henry (Richard Billow, Eva Fyer,
Jeffrey Hudson, Britt Raphling, Kathy Rider,
Rhoda Shapiro)

Edward Karmiol (Thomas Hurster)
Cele Keeper (Kathy Rider)

Eleanor Komet (Leslie Komet Ausburn,
David Komet, Alberto Serrano)

Elaine Levin (Lisa Mahon & Philip Flores)
Miriam Polster (Miriam losupovici)
Cecil Rice (Penelope Moore)

Manny Shapiro (Richard Beck)

Aaron Stein (Franklin Gittess)

Reminder: Scholarships Available for
AGPA Connect 2022

“I’m amazed by the wealth of professional and personal growth that occurs, as well as the sense of

community and belonging that is cultivated.”

Attending AGPA Connect allows recipients to learn and
grow personally and professionally, making connections that
will last a lifetime. Through the generosity of its donors,

the Group Foundation will again offer multiple funding

opportunities to attend AGPA Connect 2022, which will be

held virtually.

To apply for a scholarship, visit AGPA’s website at

http://www.agpa.org/Foundation/scholarships, where there

2021 AGPA Connect Scholarship Recipient

is detailed information and required application forms.
Application deadline is December 15, 2021. Additional
questions! E-mail tamzennaegele@agpa.org.

If you are interested in contributing to the Group Foun-

dation to help qualified candidates attend AGPA Connect
2022, contact the Foundation office at 212-477-2677 or visit

the website and click on “Donate Now.”

STAY CONNECTED

Keep up with AGPA and what we are doing
on our website at www.agpa.org and on
social media.

g Twitter at twitter.com/agpaot1

Watch us on our YouTube channel at
youtube.com/user/agpa212

Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AGPAO1

Like our photos on Instagram

by following (@AGPAO1
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