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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

GROUP FOUNDATION FOR ADVANCING MENTAL HEALTH ANNOUNCES NEWLY 
ESTABLISHED MARSHA S. BLOCK ENDOWMENT FUND WILL SUPPORT ANNUAL CORE 

PRINCIPLES OF GROUP PSYCHOTHERAPY TRAINING 
 
NEW YORK, January 10, 2024—The Group Foundation for Advancing Mental Health is pleased to 
announce the establishment of an endowed program in the name of Marsha S. Block, CAE, CFRE, CEO 
Emeritus.  Ms. Block retired in 2021 after 50 years of service as Chief Executive Officer of the American 
Group Psychotherapy Association, the Group Foundation, and the International Board for Certification 
of Group Psychotherapists (IBCGP).  This fund was established to pay tribute to her decades of dedication 
to the organizations and the field of group therapy.   
 
The fund is part of the Group Foundation’s Education Endowment, which supports training and 
education in the field of group therapy, primarily through the annual AGPA Connect training week.  The 
Marsha S. Block Endowment Fund will specifically support the annual delivery of a Core Principles of 
Group Psychotherapy Training Course.  This training fulfills the 15-hour group psychotherapy theory and 
practice course requirement for the Certified Group Psychotherapist (CGP) credential with the IBCGP.  
Ms. Block’s support of this course through her endowment fund is a testament to her commitment to the 
training and mentoring of those entering the field of group therapy as well as to the demonstration of 
standards in the field through certification.   
 
“Marsha Block was dedicated to our organizations, our members and the field of group therapy for 
decades and this is reflected in the fact that over 150 people honored her with gifts to this fund,” said 
Darryl L. Pure, PhD, ABPP, CGP, AGPA-F, Chairman of the Group Foundation Board of Directors. “It’s 
our privilege to annually recognize her contributions to the field through support of this important 
training.” 
 
“My work with the AGPA family of organizations and members was a labor of love for 50 years,” said Ms. 
Block.  “I remain firmly committed to the value of group therapy and the benefit of quality training in 
groups to help people in need.” 
 
The first offering of the course under the Marsha S. Block Endowment will take place in conjunction with 
AGPA Connect 2024 in National Harbor, MD February 26 – March 2, 2024.  The course is offered in two 
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parts with an online didactic piece beginning January 14, 2024 and an experiential portion onsite in 
National Harbor.  For more information or to register visit 
https://portal.agpa.org/commerce/store?productId=AGPA-AUPRINCIPLE124  
 
For more information, contact the Group Foundation at (212) 297-2143) or dfeirman@agpa.org or visit 
www.agpa.org. 
 
             
 
About AGPA and the Group Foundation 
 
The American Group Psychotherapy Association (AGPA) is the foremost professional association 
dedicated to the field of group psychotherapy, operating through a tri-partite structure: AGPA, a 
professional and educational organization; the Group Foundation for Advancing Mental Health, its 
philanthropic arm; and the International Board for Certification of Group Psychotherapists, a standard 
setting and certifying body. AGPA represents almost 2,000 mental health professional members including 
psychologists, psychiatrists, and social workers, as well as mental health, family, and pastoral counselors, 
many of whom have been recognized as specialists through the Certified Group Psychotherapist 
credential. Its members are experienced mental health professionals who lead psychotherapy groups and 
various non-clinical groups. Many are organizational specialists who work with businesses, not-for-profit 
organizations, communities and other "natural" groups to help them improve their functioning. The 
association also has 21 local and regional societies located across the country.  
 
AGPA is committed to supporting the dignity and psychological safety of every individual without 
discrimination regarding race, ethnicity, gender, religion, sex, age, or disability. Central to our mission is a 
belief in the power of groups to treat mental illness, heal the scars from traumatic events, and enhance the 
well-being of adults and children in their families, schools, corporate settings, and communities.   
 
The Group Foundation for Advancing Mental Health is a philanthropic organization that is committed to 
the fact that “Groups Change Lives” and believes in the power of group interventions to improve people’s 
quality of life.  The Group Foundation supports group psychotherapy education, research, training, and 
information dissemination for the benefit of the public and professional communities. Among the 
Foundation’s most vital roles is the recognition of excellence, promise, and vision by honoring those 
individuals and groups who have demonstrated these qualities with awards and scholarships.  
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