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Group Foundation Awards Celebrate Those Making a Difference in
the World Using Groups

The Dr. Robert H. Klein Social Responsibility Award and the Group Foundation

Humanitarian Award

Maryetta Andrews-Sachs, MA, LICSW, CGP, AGPA-F, Group Assets Editor

The Group Foundation for Advancing Mental Health is privileged to be able to use its awards programs to recognize individuals and organizations who use groups to effect change in

communities. They demonstrate how our work benefits people well beyond our organizations. We will be presenting the Robert H. Klein Social Responsibility Award and the Human-
itarian Award at the upcoming AGPA Connect in New York City as part of the Tri-Organizational Awards Ceremony, Wednesday, March 4, at the Sheraton New York Times Square.
We highlight the inspiring recipients below and hope you can be with us in New York to honor them.

Robert H. Klein Social Responsibility Award
The Foundation is proud to
announce that this year’s recipi-
ent of the Robert H. Klein Social
Responsibility Award is Latoyia
Griffin, LCSW, CGP, AGPA-F.
This important award was inaugu-
rated in 2010 and was endowed
and named in 2024 to honor
Robert H. Klein, a Past President
and long-time AGPA member who passed away in 2023.

Latoyia Griffin

Bob received this award in 2020 in recognition of his
lifelong commitment to helping communities heal after
traumatic events and for his generous nature in provid-

ing pro bono work. This is given annually to an AGPA
member, a group of members, an Affiliate Society, or an
affiliated organization of mental health professionals who
has provided an exceptional service that ultimately benefits
the community-atlarge. We decided to present comments
from the many letters received nominating Ms. Latoyia
Griffin for this award as they speak to the exceptional work
for which Ms. Griffin is honored.

Leo Leiderman, PsyD, ABPP, CGP, AGPA-F, AGPA
President-Elect: “I consider her leadership, wisdom,
guidance, dedication, vision, generosity, and commit-
ment towards social justice, social responsibility, human
rights, and DEIA initiatives to be highly inspiring and
unmatched. Her voice, perspectives, insights, guidance,
and expertise have contributed enormously to many
national and local professional organizations seeking to
address the impact of systemic racism, lack of safety, and
inclusivity for their organizations and members who identi-
fy as BIPOC and/or from marginalized groups.”

Kumea Shorter-Gooden, PhD, AGPA DEIA Consul-
tant: “Wow! It’s hard to imagine someone more deserving
of this award than Latoyia. She is a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker and Certified Group Psychotherapist who
has been a powerful advocate for diversity, equity, and
inclusion - with a focus on transforming and reshaping
AGPA as well as the discipline and field of group psycho-
therapy. Hours and hours of her pro bono time have gone
to support AGPA and the Northern California Group
Psychotherapy Society (NCGPS) in becoming more compe-
tent with respect to DEI and in articulating, implementing
and living out their DEI aims and values.”

Craig Haen, PhD, LCAT, CGP, AGPA-F, Co-Chair,
AGPA Community Outreach Task Force: “Important-
ly, Latoyia lives the values she advocates, truly ‘walking
the walk.” She demonstrates time and again that she does
not view DEI work as a zero-sum endeavor. For example,
when tensions emerged between [organizational groups),
Latoyia stood in the middle ground, bridging perspectives,
and showing how equity work can expand, rather than
diminish, inclusion.”

Tony Sheppard, PsyD, CGP, AGPA-F, AGPA DEIA
Co-Chair: “Latoyia is an accomplished leader in several
organizations that cut across many areas of her life. She

performs all of her work with respect for other people.
While she might disagree with someone, she still holds
them with regard for their humanity. Latoyia has given so
deeply of herself. She is truly changing our organization
for the better with her insistence on issues surrounding
diversity, equity, inclusion and accessibility being part of
our everevolving field. In that sense, she is a true visionary
deserving of this most esteemed award.”

Congratulations, Latoyia, for this well-deserved award.

Humanitarian Award

The Humanitarian Award is given
to an individual or group whose
work has reached into a community
to provide vitally needed services

in a manner that reflects the deeply
held values of AGPA and the Group
Foundation. This year, the Group

Terry Greiss

Foundation Board has chosen the
Irondale Ensemble Project located
in Brooklyn, New York. Upon hearing this news, Terry
Greiss, [rondale’s Executive Director said, “Of all the awards
one can win, this speaks the most to the work we do. This
gets to the core of why Irondale exists.” Irondale is one of
the longest-standing ensemble theatres in America, founded
in 1983 by three young actors, Terry, Jim Niesen, and Barba-
ra Mackenzie-Wood. According to Terry:

“Irondale exists at the intersection of art, education,
community engagement, and social justice. We develop
long-term artistic collaborations to create theatre that
expands the boundaries of the art form and helps audi-
ences and artists make sense of today’s world.

Every play and program we produce is chosen for its
relevance to what is going on in the world now. Our
projects range from epic theater pieces developed over
several years to work that immediately engages atrisk
youth, young scientists and engineers, and the New
York City Police Department.

At the core of what we do is the notion that theatre can
lead us to a greater understanding of who we are and
how we can communicate with each other - and coexist
with empathy and compassion - in an increasingly

. ”
polarized world.

Terry described the “To Protect, Serve, and Understand”
workshop created after he wrote a concerned letter to the
Police Commissioner following the Eric Garner murder in
New York. Consequently, for the last ten years, they have
brought law enforcement and civilians together, first to break
bread, and then to use theater games to deepen connections
and understanding of “the other.” He commented on how
theater by its nature is an intimate art and the techniques
allow you to reveal yourself. For example, exercises include
“See and be seen,” or “What are you afraid of?” Terry noted
the human need for authentic connection and the shock

of recognition when we find ourselves in “the other”. T was
thinking of how “Fear is the father of hate” and how the
overall arch of this ensemble’s work is to address that and

create understanding and community.

Irondale has recently expanded their mission by creating
The Theatre of Empathy, seeing that there are so many
things dividing us as a people that finding more ways to
bring theater to the communities around the world to build
trust, empathy, and compassion is key to their work. He
noted that the best way to help immigrants learn Ameri-
can mores is through play and the theatre game method.
This allows an individual to confront their own experience
directly.

“This is an arts program designed to bring people into
the same room physically and metaphorically and give
them the freedom in a nonjudgmental atmosphere to
be their authentic selves.”

The more I heard Terry describe Irondale’s work, the more it
sounded like good group therapy!!!

When I first learned about Irondale decades ago, they were
going into the New York City public schools to work with
kids around AIDS. They continue to have Youth Programs
for different ages, as well as a Tech Track for students in the
various elements of technical theater. They have a STEM to
STEAM program to help science students learn to be better
communicators. They have School Residencies to assist with
curriculum and other programs. Under a State Department
grant, they have been to Belgium to work with Middle East-
ern artists, and soon, Terry will be going to India to teach
these methods.

As this is a theatre company, the Irondale Ensemble has
also continued to present and co-present new work in very

creative ways.

“We treat each play - whether an original piece or a
classic piece - as if it were written yesterday. We connect
past, present, and future and try to understand how
they interconnect.”

Regarding their work over these decades, Terry said, “Look-
ing back to the beginning, I feel extremely proud. I feel we
have done something extraordinary, and someday people
may find out about it. I feel it has been done with the best
of intentions, the noblest ideas behind it. I don’t feel we've
ever sold out. We've never compromised the mission of the
company. The mission has evolved.”

This is truly a program focused on improving community -
and they are well deserving of the recognition of the Group
Foundation Humanitarian Award.
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2025 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GROUP FOUNDATION FOR ADVANCING MENTAL HEALTH

GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED HERE ARE FROM JANUARY 1, 2025, THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2025

Our thanks and appreciation to the donors whose support makes our programs possible. In recognition of our belief that gifts of all sizes are important and contribute
to our mission to advance the field of group therapy, the Group Foundation will be presenting its donor listing in alphabetical order. We will continue to explore ways to
acknowledge and thank our donors and welcome your feedback.

Anonymous (19)
Lynelle Abel

Rex Adamson
Mitchel Adler

M. Sophia Aguirre
Stewart Aledort
Fahad Al-Fahed
Michael Altshuler
Julie Anderson
Maryetta Andrews-Sachs
Cindy Aron

Seth Aronson

Brian Ashin

Willard Ashley
Mastrantonaki Athina
Chap Attwell
Kathleen Ault
Jacqueline Baron
Shari & Allan Baron
Carla Barrow
Jeanna Bayer

Bill Behr

Adam Benjamin
Shoshana Ben-Noam
Eri Suzuki Bentley
Robert Berley
Adrien Berthaud
Richard Billow
Aaron Black

Marsha Block &
Leonard Walter

Brenda Boatswain
Marcée Brennan
Suzanne Brennan-Nathan
Alice Brown

Gail Brown
James Bruce
Bonnie Buchele
Jeanne Bunker
Suzanne Burger
Gary Burlingame
Arthur Byk

Aida Cabecinha
Matthew Calkins
Carlos Canales
Janet Castellini
Kirsten Chadwick
Jessica Chan
Helen Chao
Judith Charnet
John Chebultz
Sandra Chew
Angelo Ciliberti

Trish Cleary &
Diana Kunkel

Cathi Cohen

Joyce Collier
Rebecca Compton
Scott Conkright
Elaine Cooper
Kira Coulter

Patti Cox

Maggie Credeur
Greg Crosby

C. Deborah Cross
Erin Crozier

Mark Cutler

Carol Dallinga
Barbara Dazzo
Paula De Franco
Robin Dean
Theofanis Dellios
Sandy Demopoulos
Jennifer DeSouza
Julie Doherty

Molly Donovan &
Barry Wepman

Rita Drapkin

Lee Dukes, Il1
David Dumais
Karen Eberwein
Barbara Edwards
Linda Eisenberg
Michalis Elafros
Sara Emerson
Deborah Every
Keith Fadelici
April Fallon

Susan Farrow
Alice Faulkner
Barbara Feld
Aaron Fink

Chera Finnis
Shelley Firestone
Adam Fisher
James Fishman
Corey Flanders
David Flohr
Christina Forster
Rosalind Forti
Myrna Frank
Wendy Freedman
Gay French-Ottaviani
Lena Friedman
Lynn Friedman
Don Fuhrmann
Eva Fyer

Gail Gaffney-Smith
Kathleen Gallagher
Erin Gallivan
Anthony Gambuzza
Betty Garrison

LEGACY SOCIETY

We appreciate the provisions these planned gift donors have made

for the Group Foundation.

Daniel Garza

Aviva Gaskill

Edward & Jeanne Gavrin
Dimitrios Geranios
Cheryl Gerson

Martha Gilmore &
Haim Weinberg

Shirley Girouard
Paul Gitterman
Nicholas Glover
Warren Goldstein
Robin Good
Arthur Gray

Anna Graybeal
Ronnie Greenberg

Les Greene &
Michelle Collins-Greene

Gregory Greer
Joshua Gross
Beate Gruenebaum
Andrea Grunblatt
Leyla Welkin Haksar
Thomas Hallinan
Abie Hamaoui
Carine Hamel
Jazmin Harder

Jo Hariton

Donna Harris

Katherine Hatton &
Richard Bilotti Fund
of the Princeton Area
Community Foundation

David Hawkins

Justin Hecht, & Erik, Lili, &
Rasmus Hjorth-Reider

Kimberlee Hedrick
Barry Helfmann
Judye Hess

Laura Himmelstein
Tina Hookom

Jeffrey Hudson &
Robert Blodgett

Thomas Hurster
Paula-Jo Husack
Barbara & Fred lifeld

Institute for Individual &
Group Psychotherapy

Gilbert Jackofsky
Catherine Johnson
Vann Joines

Francis Kaklauskas
Cheryl & Robert Kalter
Geoffrey Kane
Eirini-Renata Karantza
Laura Kasper

Nelly Katsnelson
Terrence Kava

Paul Kaye

The Estate of Cele &
Sam Keeper

Barbara Keezell
Nancy Kelly
Kasra Khorasani
Nicholas Kirsch
Karis Klassen
Aaron Klein
Jeffrey Kleinberg
Elizabeth Knight
Ann Koplow
Man Kit Kwong
Joel Krieg

BJ Lambert

Rick Lautenbach
Susan Lea
Jennifer Leach
Kylin Lee

Leo & Sharon Leiderman
Molyn Leszcz
Ronnie Levine
Hilary Levine
Allen Levy

Jill Lewis

Louise Lipman
Gaea Logan
Norma Lord
Leslie Lothstein
Shelley Lotter
Xiaolian Luo
Joseph Lynch

K. Brynolf Lyon
Gregory MacColl

Rebecca MacNair-
Semands

Lisa Mahon & Philip Flores
Michelle Maidenberg
Stella Malli
Marian Margulies
Shira Marin
Lillian Markaki
Lashley Marks
Cheri Marmarosh
Suzette Marriott
Liz Marsh

John Martinez
Amy Matias
Gloria McGillen
Louise McGinnes
Rose Mcintyre
Rhonda McKay
William McKenna
Jeff Mendell
Susan Mengden
Stanley Meyers
Mid Atlantic GPS

Madelyn Miller
Katherine Mitchell

Jacob & Zerka
Moreno Foundation
for Psychodrama,
Sociometry & Group
Psychotherapy

Joseph Kelly Moreno
Konstantinos Mouchalos
Diane Murphy

Mary Myer

Stacy Nakell

Richard Newman

Toby Newman

Mary Nicholas &
Richard Jennings

Marcia Nickow
Leah Niehaus
Ronald Nierman
Olga Nikitina

Laura Nisco
Northeastern SGP
NSGP Foundation
Elizabeth O’Connor
Patty Olwell

Alan Oxman

Leon Paparella
Jeanne & Matt Pasternak
Lynn Pearl

John Peloian
Robert Pepper
Lucia Perez

John Perry

Richard Pessagno
Scott Phillips
Suzanne Phillips
Tzivie Pill

William Pinney
Rhea Pledger
Andrew Pojman
Kenneth Pollock
Lenore Pomerance
Margaret Postlewaite
Steve Powers
Jordan Price
Nelida Pugliese
Andrea Pully

Darryl Pure &
Raquel Corré

Keith Rand &
John D'Amico

Annabel Raymond
Kathy Reedy
William Reich

Ann Reifman

Ann Rho

Kellie Rice

Donna Irene Rich
Anna Rickell

Kathy Rider

Ashley Rijfkogel
Marianne Robinson
Antoinette Rodrigues
Alyson Rosenberg
Shari Rosenblatt
Betsy Ross

Karen Roundtree
Michael Russo

J. Scott Rutan
Jerome Sachs
George Saiger
Judith Schaer

Joan Scherf

John Schlapobersky &
Claudia Arlo

Jonathon Schlinger
Robert Schulte
Katherine Scott
Rosemary Segalla
Jean Seibel

Jason Seidel
Marie Sergent
Richard Shanahan
Elizabeth Shapiro
Rhoda Shapiro
Deborah Sharp
Jeff Sharp

Joseph Shay &
Laura Zimmerman

Tony Sheppard
Joyce Shields
Kumea Shorter-Gooden
Mary Shuffleton
Lawrence Shweky
Sandeep Sidana
Theopisti Skraparli
Jennifer Slaughter
Debra Sloane
Joan-Dianne Smith
Nathaniel Smith
SaraKay Smullens
Teresa Snell

Anita Sokol
Delinda Spain
Bettsie Specia
Ryan Spencer

Gil Spielberg
Elizabeth Stahl
Ann Steiner
Angela Stephens
Lisa Stern
Jonathan Stillerman
Courtney Stollon

In Honor of Contributions
(donor is listed in parentheses)

AGPA Institute Committee (Joseph Shay)

Maryetta Andrews-Sachs (Karen Eberwein)

Alyson & Paul Stone
D. Thomas Stone
Esther Stone
Barney Straus
Elizabeth Stuntz
Ginger Sullivan
Leon Suskin

Mary Tantillo

Idit Tevet

Zachary Thieneman
Ruth B.Z. Thomson
Matthew Tomatz
Carol Touma
Karen Travis
Thomas Treadwell
Abie Tremblay
Kathleen Ulman
Robert Unger
Steven Van Wagoner
Marsha Vannicelli
Carol Vaughan
Ronald Vereen
Lawrence Viers
W. Keren Vishny
Rick Volden
Charles Washam
Lewis Weber
Scott Weber

Elsie Weinstein
Annie Weiss

Fran Weiss
Catherine Welfare
Nancy Wesson
Judith White

Kurt White
Kristen Wicke
Rebecca Wiemerslage
Donald Williams
Francois Williams
Robert Willis
Jason Winkler
Barbara Winter
Joseph Wise

Alan Witkower
Lorraine Wodiska
Lisa Wolcott
Deborah Woolf
Daniel Workman
Yong Xu

Patricia Yoon

Eve Yudelson

Elliot Zeisel &
Mary Sussillo

Netanel Zingboim
Ellen Ziskind

Ramon Alonso

Maryetta Andrews-Sachs
Shari & Allan Baron
Patricia & Merle Barth
Richard Beck

Marsha Block & Leonard Walter
Trish Cleary & Diana Kunkel
Phyllis Cohen

Eleanor Counselman

Laura and Sherif Ebady
Jerry & Nancy Gans

Martha Gilmore

Katie Griffin

David Hawkins

Barry Helfmann & Susan Marx

Jeffrey Hudson & Robert Blodgett
Barbara Keezell

Lisa Mahon & Philip Flores

Jan Morris

Lise Motherwell

Jeanne & Matt Pasternak

Rhea Pledger

Keith Rand & John D’Amico
Kathy Reedy

Kathy Rider

Joseph Shay & Laura Zimmerman
David Songco

Karen Travis

Lorraine Wodiska

Elliot Zeisel & Mary Sussillo

Marsha Block (Edward & Jeanne Gavrin)
Carol Dallinga (Marcia Geller)

Diane Feirman (Keith Rand)

Priscilla Kauff (Yong Xu)

Mary Nicholas (Lynelle Abel, Shirley Girouard, Warren Goldstein, BJ Lambert,
Louise McGinnes, Mary Myer, Ann Rho, Richard Shanahan)

Angela Stephens (Leo Leiderman)

Xavier University of Louisiana (Francois Williams)

In Memoriam Contributions
(donor is listed in parentheses)

Yvonne Agazarian (Paul Kaye)

Eleanor Counselman (Marsha Block, Jeffrey Kleinberg, Tony Sheppard)
Jay Erwin-Grotsky (Rita Drapkin)

Earl Hopper (Jeffrey Kleinberg)

Robert “Dr. Bob” Hsiung (Helen Chao,
Tony Sheppard, Joseph Wise)

Robert Klein (Bonnie Buchele, Leslie Lothstein)

Bea Liebenberg (Julie Doherty, Kathleen Gallagher, Katherine Hatton and
Richard Bilotti Fund of the Princeton Area Community Foundation,
Kathy Reedy, Rosemary Segalla, Esther Stone)

Opal and Otis Travis (Karen Travis)



